
PETER: “You Shall Be Called _____________” (Lk. 6:12-16)

(12) In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. (13) And when day came, he called his disciples and 
chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: (14) Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and 

Bartholomew, (15) and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, (16) and Judas the son of James, 
and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. (Luke 6:12-16) 

1. Jesus chose 12 ordinary men to train for life and leadership. They became the Master’s Men. He brought them into close relationship with Himself and 
taught them everything they needed to know about becoming God’s faithful children and doing God’s holy will. 

2. Jesus was building His church, growing His kingdom, loving His people, and glorifying His Father. This is His desire for us also. 
3. Christian, Jesus has chosen you for a purpose too. What is it?

(6) These men who have turned the world upside down... (Acts 17:6)
1. God has created us and redeemed (saved) us in order that we might impact the world and change it for good, all for His praise, and so that it might reflect 

what He intended it to be in every way.
2. This can only happen as we grow in our relationship with Jesus, knowledge of Jesus, knowledge of ourselves, knowledge of other people, and develop 

hearts like His. No matter how ordinary, normal, or messed up you are right now, Jesus changes everything. 

(40) One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. (41) He first found his own brother Simon and said to 
him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). (42) He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John. 

You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter). (Jn 1:40-42) 
1. Simon’s brother led him to Christ. Who led you to Christ? Who are you bringing to Christ? God uses trusting relationships, but ultimately only Jesus can 

change a person’s identity, life, and heart. 
2. When you come to Christ you get a new identity, a new start, a new purpose. It all starts with Jesus and surrendering to His authority. 

(2) The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter... (Matt 10:2)
1. God decides who leads, even among leaders. God chose Peter to be the leader among the leaders. He was to be first (protos). 
2. We are all called to lead in some ways, and we are all called to follow. Jesus calls and equips certain people to lead on His behalf in His church and His 

kingdom. We, and those leaders, are called to lead and love like Jesus. 

(4) And when he (Jesus) had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." (5) And Simon answered, 
"Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets." (6) And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of 

fish, and their nets were breaking... (8) But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord." (9) For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, (10) ...And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; 

from now on you will be catching men." (11) And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. (Lk 5:4-7, 8-11) 
1. Jesus called Simon Peter to full-time vocational ministry. He would no longer be a business man. His work would now be evangelism, discipleship, church 

planting, church health, church growth, missions, and feeding and leading God’s people. 
2. All of us are called to be a part of evangelism, discipleship, church planting, church health, church growth, missions, feeding and leading God’s people in 

some way, even if it is not our full-time vocational calling. How are you working at catching people and helping them to grow and change in community?

(25) And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. (26) But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
and said, "It is a ghost!" and they cried out in fear. (27) But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." (28) And 

Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." (29) He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 
water and came to Jesus. (30) But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." (31) Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" (Matt 14:25-31) 
1. Like Peter, we must keep our eyes on Jesus. When our faith falters we should, like Peter, cry out to Jesus at that very moment. 
2. Peter showed more faith than any of the other disciples by actually getting out of the boat. He was a man of action, but not always perseverance. Jesus 

would transform Peter into a man of steadfast, never giving up action and commitment. 

(15) He (Jesus) said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" (16) Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (17) And Jesus 
answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. (18) And I tell you, 

you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (19) I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."... (21) From that time 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. (22) And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you." (23) 
But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man." (Matt. 16:15-20, 21-23)
1. Simon Peter saw Jesus for who He was, but still had so much more to learn about Him. God revealed who Jesus was to Simon. 
2. Peter is the rock, under the Cornerstone Jesus Christ, that the church is built on. Peter’s profession of Christ, preaching and teaching about Christ, alongside 

the other apostles is part of the foundation of the church. 
3. Just moments after Peter’s great confession we see his flesh at work under the influence of satan himself. Peter still needed to learn to set His mind fully on 

the things of God and not the things of man. The same mouth that spoke the greatest truths there are, is the same mouth that spoke on behalf of the evil one. 
We must speak God’s Word and God’s truth to others, but be careful not to lean on our own understanding about things. Wise people recognize that they do 
not know as much as they may think they do. Be cautious with your words. 

4. Where is your mind set? How are you using your gifts and life to help build the church? Are you careful with your words?

(6) He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?" (7) Jesus answered him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but 
afterward you will understand." (8) Peter said to him, "You shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no share with 

me." (9) Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" (Jn 13:6-9)
1. Peter needed Jesus even more than he once thought. Peter had to learn to lose all self-dependance and self-reliance, some of the very characteristics that he 

thought made him a good business man. 
2. Jesus is still raising up servant leaders today, who are not ashamed to take up the basin and the towel. Servant leaders who rely fully on Him. 
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(27) And Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away, for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.' (28) But after I am raised 
up, I will go before you to Galilee." (29) Peter said to him, "Even though they all fall away, I will not." (30) And Jesus said to him, "Truly, I tell you, this 
very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." (31) But he said emphatically, "If I must die with you, I will not deny you." And 
they all said the same. (32) And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." (33) And he took with him 
Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. (34) And he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain 

here and watch." (35) And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. (36) And he said, 
"Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." (37) And he came and found them 

sleeping, and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? (38) Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." (39) And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. (40) And again he came and found them 

sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. (41) And he came the third time and said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. (Mr. 14:27-41) 

1. Peter showed overconfidence in himself often. He was blinded to his great spiritual need in many ways. Even when he was wrong the other disciples 
followed his lead. Leaders have great responsibility and must learn to humbly depend on God for everything. We can’t pray on our own, obey on our own, 
or truly follow Jesus where He will lead us on our own. There are tasks, paths, and works that God will call us to that we could never do on our own. We 
must learn to pray, trust, hope, love, and persevere. 

2. We must be spiritually awake and observant recognizing the weakness of our flesh, and learning to depend fully on the Holy Spirit. 

(10) Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) (Jn 18:10)
1. Peter was still relying on his own will, wisdom, and power. We must not seek to take things into our own hands, but instead look to and follow Jesus every 

step we take. The true church is not built by the carnal schemes of people. The kingdom of God is not advanced by mere human will and grit. Only God can 
build His church, advance His kingdom, and grow His people. We need to look to Him for direction. We need to look to Jesus for our example. 

(66) And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, (67) and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him 
and said, "You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus." (68) But he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what you mean." And he went out into 
the gateway and the rooster crowed. (69) And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, "This man is one of them." (70) But again 
he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, "Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean." (71) But he began to invoke 

a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know this man of whom you speak." (72) And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." And he broke down and wept. (Mr 14:66-72) 

1. Beware of despair. Life circumstances may take us to dark places that you never thought we would be. God may take you to places you never thought you 
would be. In those moments keep your faith in Christ, hope in Christ, and love for Christ. Don’t move away from Him, even if you can’t see Him. He is still 
there, He is always there. If you fall, repent, turn back to Christ in humility and brokenness. 

2. Receive the forgiveness of Christ that is available to you even in your darkest moments. Look to Him alone.  

(31) "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, (32) but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." (Lk 22:31-32)

1. We must see that the battle we are in is spiritual, it is real, and it is not ultimately against ourselves or against other people. 
2. We need Jesus, His prayers, His intercession on our behalf to do anything. Our own prayers and the prayers of others are not ultimately enough for us. Are 

you beginning to see how much you need God? Once you do you will be a useful instrument for Him to used to the fullest. We need God far more than most 
of us realized. 

(3) Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing.......... (15) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to 
him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs."... (17) He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 

Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." 
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. (18) Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 

when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go." (19) (This he said to show by 
what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me." (20) Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 

following them,... (21) When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" (22) Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I 
come, what is that to you? You follow me!" (Jn 21:3, 15, 17-20, 21-22) 

1. We will be tempted to go back to our old life and to turn away from God’s calling. When these temptations come keep looking to Jesus. 
2. We show our love for Jesus by trusting Him, obeying Him, and loving His people, no matter the cost. 
3. Real spiritual leaders follow Jesus, lead His people well to the places God wants them to be, and feed them with God’s Word faithfully. 
4. Peter, like us, can worry about other peoples lives instead of living the one God has given us to live. Jesus just wants us to fulfill our calling, not someone 

else’s. Keep your eyes on Jesus and not other people. 

(14) But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and give ear to my words. (15) For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. (16) But this is what was uttered 

through the prophet Joel: (17) "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,... (Acts 2:14-17) 
1. Jesus made Peter into a faithful and powerful preacher through the work of the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit is available to you today. 

(37) Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" (38) And Peter said 
to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit... (40) And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation." (41) So 
those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. (42) And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 

teaching... (Acts 2:37-38, 40-42) 
1. The Word and the Spirit alone can change people’s hearts. When the Word and Spirit are working on your heart you should repent, and respond in obedience 

to what God is showing you and leading you to do. 
2. We live in a crooked world and we need our sins forgiven. We need to receive wholeheartedly God’s Word and reject completely the words of the serpent 

and the words and ways of the world. We need to be devoted to God’s Word and desperate for God’s Spirit. 

(6) ...Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!" (Acts 3:6) 
1. Peter continues the healing ministry of Jesus. Peter becomes a man of compassion. Jesus cares for both bodies and souls, both now and forever. 
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(1) And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, (2) greatly annoyed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. (3) And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, 
for it was already evening. (4) But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. (Acts 4:1-4)

1. Persecutors my imprison God’s servants, but they can’t imprison God’s Word and God’s Spirit. The message of Jesus is unstoppable, and you can’t really 
imprison a person who is already free. 

2. God is growing and expanding His church today. What part will you play in this work? How will you evangelize, disciple, raise up future leaders, share the 
Word, show the Word, teach the Word, and serve the world? How will you give, go, pray, and love?

(11) This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. (12) And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." (13) Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 

they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus... (Acts 4:11-13)
1. Jesus is the cornerstone of the church. The apostles built on Jesus, His message and His teaching. We are to continue that work today. 
2. Jesus is the only way of salvation. This should be central to our preaching, teaching, and living. 
3. Jesus makes preachers and teachers who are bold and powerful. Jesus takes the uneducated and educates them. Jesus takes the common people and gives 

them an uncommon purpose and power. Jesus takes the ordinary people and uses them in extraordinary ways. 
4. We need to be with Jesus. We need to walk with Him closely each day. 

(1) Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,... (2Pet 1:1)
1. Simon Peter was just a servant of Christ, and a leader that He raised up for His glory. Do you see yourself as Christ’s servant?

(18) But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2Pet 3:18)
1. How are you intentionally growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, your Savior? Are there any areas of your life that are not fully surrendered to 

Him today? 
 

(4) As you come to him (Jesus), a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, (5) you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (6) For it stands in Scripture: 

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." (7) So the honor is for 
you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," (8) and "A stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (9) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (10) Once you were 

not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1Pet 2:4-10)
1. You and I are God’s spiritual house, we are the temple. We are the priesthood. We are a new race. We are God’s royalty. We belong to Christ. 
2. Now we have the privilege of telling the whole world about Him as His children of light! What mercy we have found, just like Peter! 

Additional Notes: 
1. The 12 men Jesus chose were common men that He gave an uncommon calling to. Most of us are common people, and Jesus has given us a calling to fulfill 

as well. That is why we are here on earth still, to do His will, to be a part of His mission, and fulfill His purpose. Are you committed to His mission and His 
purpose for your life?

2. Jesus took these ordinary men and made them extraordinary through His love and His power. Jesus can do the same for us. By His love and His power we 
can be all that God wants us to be. God is not limited by our limitations. Through the process of sanctification God will make us into the people we were 
created to be. Are you yielded to that process? God will be graciously patient with you if you are, and will use you to impact the world for His glory! 

3. There is no clearer example in Scripture of how God builds a spiritual leader than Simon Peter. Peter becomes the most prominent leader of leaders, and the 
spokesman for the 12. 

4. When Jesus first called Simon he was an ambivalent, vacillating, impulsive, unsubmissive man. About 3 years with Jesus and the filling of Holy Spirit was 
all Peter needed to mature into his God given potential and calling. Peter became a bold and courageous preacher, and a loving and faithful pastor and 
missionary. Grow in your relationship with Jesus. Spend time with Him each day, live in His continual presence. Learn to live a Spirit filled life each day. 

5. Simon was the son of Jonah (John)... Simon Johnson. Simon was a very common name in the 1st Century. His name heads all 4 lists of the apostles found in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Acts. He had a primary position among the 12, he was the “first” of importance, the chief (protos). He was originally from the 
small village of Bethsaida before he moved to Capernaum where he ran his small fishing business with his brother Andrew. Peter had a home in Capernaum 
where he lived with his wife (1 Cor. 9:5), mother in law, brother Andrew, and probably other family members who lived with them. Some historians think he 
even had children (Petronella???). What’s your last name, your background, your hometown, your profession, and your family situation? How does God 
want to use those things for His glory? Nothing in your life is an accident. 

6. Peter is the name Jesus gave him, a kind of “nickname” at first. Peter means “Rock” or “Stone.” Petros is the Greek word for “a piece of rock, a stone.” The 
Aramaic equivalent was Cephas. By nature Simon was brash, vacillating, and undependable. He tended to make great promises that he could not follow 
through on. The kind of person who lunges forward wholeheartedly into something but then bails out before finishing. The first one in and the first one out. 
A double minded man. The name Jesus gave him was a perpetual reminder to him about who he should be. Simon was his “old self” and Peter was the “new 
self.” This young impetuous, impulsive, and overeager man need to become like a rock. Jesus would often use “Simon” when he was living according to his 
old ways and “Peter” when he was living the way Jesus wanted him to. How do you think about yourself? Do you fully embrace the new identity that you 
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have in Christ, or do you find yourself still thinking about your identity in light of who you were before you met Christ? We should live continually in light 
of our new identity in Christ!  

7. Peter learned more and more about Jesus as he grew in His relationship with Him and spent more time with Him. Peter also learned more about himself as 
he spent more time with Jesus. Peter saw more of Jesus’ glory, goodness, love, and holiness. He saw more of his own pride, sin, and areas of needed growth, 
even as he began learning more and more about who he was in Christ (loved, forgiven, free, blessed, etc.). Do you recognize Jesus for who He is? Do you 
see yourself rightly?

8. After Peter encountered the resurrected Christ and experienced the New Covenant working of the Holy Spirit, he began living out fully the life Jesus called 
him to live. 

9. Peter had the raw material of a leader. He was inquisitive (asked a lot of questions to learn), took initiative (made things happen), and was action oriented 
(lived in the trenches of ministry). Jesus gave Peter the right experiences to become a great leader. He received great revelation from God, great promises 
from God, and great gifts from God. He also experienced failure when he rejected and denied Christ, and at other times also. But, over time he grew in 
character and virtues. He became submissive to God, learned restraint and self-control, learned humility, learned to love, learned to be compassionate 
toward people, and learned to be courageous. Do you ask questions in order to learn more? Do you take full advantage of the revelation of God you have in 
Scripture and in nature? Do you meditate on God’s promises to you? Do you recognize and use the gifts God has given you, and are you being more 
equipped and trained in those gifts? Have your failures helped you to grow in grace, mercy, and compassion towards other struggling and imperfect sinners?  
Is your life more and more reflective of submissiveness, self-control, humility, love, compassion, and courage?

10. Peter eventually became the leader God called him to be. He was the primary figure in the first 12 chapters of Acts, and in Acts 15. Throughout his life and 
ministry he suffered persecution, imprisonment, and eventually death (martyrdom). According to tradition Peter, after watching his wife’s crucifixion, was 
himself crucified. It is said that when she was on her way to be crucified he yelled out to her, “Remember the Lord!” He was crucified upside down (head 
down) because he did not want to die the way His Lord did. He did not think he was worthy to die like Jesus. Are you willing to follow Jesus no matter the 
cost? Do you love Him more than you love anything or anyone else?

11. Peter the “stone/rock” met Jesus on the seashore (Jn. 1:40-43). Jesus the fisherman caught Peter in His net and made Peter a fisher of men (Lk. 5:1-11). 
Peter’s house became of place of ministry and his family became his companions in ministry (Lk. 4:22-33). Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 
water to Jesus, began sinking, but did the right thing in crying out for Jesus’ help (Matt. 14:22-33). Peter began finding his identity in Christ (Matt. 
16:13-23). Peter remained loyal to Jesus even in his initial despair (Jn. 6:53-71). Peter began to overcome his fears through Jesus (Mark 9:2-10). Peter went 
back to fishing in his impatience and confusion (Matt. 17:24-27). Peter needed Jesus to wash his feet even though he did not fully understand why (Jn. 
13:6-10). Peter experiences even greater dismay in the garden of Gethsemene (Mark 14:27-42). In the midst of his great despair Peter denies Jesus 3 times 
(Mark 14:66-72). The resurrected Christ reveals Himself especially to Peter after He is raised (Mark 16:7). Jesus gives Peter a farewell encouragement and 
message before His ascension (Jn. 21:1-23). After Pentecost and the giving of the Holy Spirit, Peter becomes the passionate preacher (Acts 1-12, 15). Peter 
becomes the compassionate healer (Acts 3:1-10, 9:32-42). Peter becomes a fearless prisoner (Acts 4:1-4, 5:18-20, 12:1-19). Peter becomes a great 
reconciler, although he was reluctant at first (Acts 10:1-33). Peter became a passionate writer (1 and 2 Peter). In the end Peter became a faithful martyr. 
After Jesus returns to the Father, Simon Peter will be the vital bridge between two disparate worlds: the world of a physically present, perfect Leader 
(Jesus), and the other world of  diverse and decidedly imperfect leaders.  

12. Peter is the most well developed character in the Gospels aside from Jesus. He is presented in all his misery and majesty. The rock was often a sandpile. 
Even in Gal. 2 we see that he still had a lot to learn and succumbed to being a people pleaser in this moment of weakness. But despite all of this Peter was 
Jesus’ closest friend. Peter was a weak, flawed, sinful man who, nonetheless, is defined by what the love of Jesus Christ wrought in him. Before Jesus he 
really was a impetuous, headstrong, reckless, and stubborn man. Peter seemed to be a man who always put his foot in his mouth (did or said things that were 
tactless or embarrassing, to say or do something you should not have).  

13. Peter’s life speaks to wobbly disciples who seem to never get it all together and to naive leaders who think they have. Jesus dismantles Peter’s false self of 
inner agitation, drivenness, bravado, and emotional turmoil in order to shape a new creation who will become the unquestioned leader of the apostolic 
community. 

14. Peter is referred to almost 200 times in the New Testament. He was not formally educated, though like most Jewish boys he would have studied the 
Scriptures form the age of 5. He had a distinct Galilean accent (Mark 14:70, Acts 2:7). The gospel of Mark was written because of him and his influence in 
Mark’s life to write it. Mark was probably the pattern for Matthew and Luke, the other synoptic Gospels. Peter eventually leaves Jerusalem he becomes a 
missionary to Antioch, Corinth, and finally Rome. Many believe he was a missionary for his last 15 years of life. 

15. We learn some things about Peter from other historical sources like Eusebius (Church historian), Tertullian, and others. 
16. Peter seldom left Jesus’ side. They were close friends. A great way to get closer to someone is by getting to know there best friend better. Even though we 

desire to know more about Peter, we desire to know Jesus most deeply. Peter would want it that way. Peter: Disciple--Apostle--Martyr. 
17. We learn most about Peter from the Gospels, Acts, and the 2 letters he wrote (1 and 2 Peter). 
18. Ultimately, the story of Peter is the story of Jesus. Peter is transformed by Jesus. We too can be transformed by Jesus!
19. The test of discipleship is following Jesus not when the crowd is along for the ride, but following Him when no one else sees any sense in following Him at 

all. Despair can be the sin that leads to other sins. Jesus’ greatest disappointment to Peter would occur when He died on the cross like a slave or a criminal. 
We will never fully understand that moment until we feel the depth of the disappointment in Peter’s heart and soul as he stood before that cross. At that 
moment nothing seemed more certain than that it had all been a lie. It was a true nightmare from his perspective. 

20. But after the resurrection: In Acts Peter presides over the appointment of Matthias (Ch. 1), explains Pentecost to the crowd (Ch. 2), and performs the first 
healing in the manner of Jesus (Ch. 3). When Peter and John are seized Peter does all the explaining (Ch. 4), Peter handles the case of Ananias and his wife 
(Ch. 5). Peter then continues his healing ministry (Ch. 5), Peter rebukes Simon the sorcerer (Ch. 8), Peter heals Tabitha and Aeneas (Ch. 9), Peter reaches 
out to the  Gentiles (Ch. 10), Peter articulates the new dimensions God is taking the church (Ch. 11), and Peter is arrested and rescued by an angel (Ch. 12). 
Peter later speaks up and leads at the Jerusalem Council (Ch. 15). 

21. Peter pours out his life feeding and caring for God’s people, His sheep, even to the very end as a pastor and missionary. His life becomes characterized by 
faith and love. He and Paul seemed to die around the same time under Nero’s persecution. 

22. We need the power to let go of possessions and power, to let go of position and authority, to give in at last, as Peter finally did, to the service of the basin 
and the towel. 

23. God is now building us, as living stones, into His spiritual temple (1 Pet. 2:4-10).  
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