Harvest Fields and Heaven’s Joys (Luke 10:1-20)

Dr. Deric Thomas

[1] After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place
where he himself was about to go. [2] And he said to them, ""The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. [3] Go your way; behold, I am sending you
out as lambs in the midst of wolves. [4] Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. [5]
Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this house!' [6] And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon
him. But if not, it will return to you. [7] And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the
laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. [8] Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what
is set before you. [9] Heal the sick in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' [10] But whenever
you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, [11] 'Even the dust of your town that clings to
our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ [12] I tell you, it will
be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. [13] ""Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if
the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth
and ashes. [14] But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. [15] And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades. [16] ""The one who hears you hears me, and the one
who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me." [17] The seventy-two returned with joy,
saying, ""Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!" [18] And he said to them, "I saw Satan fall like
lightning from heaven. [19] Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. [20] Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

. Ministry success (faithfulness and fruitfulness) is dependent on God’s appointing and anointing (1).

. Ministry partnership is key to long term health and growth (1).

. Will you join me in praying each day for God to raise up laborers for the harvest (2)?

. Are you willing to take earthly risks for the sake of heavenly rewards (3)?

. Will you live in light of the urgency of eternity and the urgency of the mission (4, 13-20)?

. Will you be a person who helps others find true peace with God (5)?

. Will you devote yourself to King Jesus and the spreading of His Kingdom (7-12)?

. You have been given authority over all the power of the enemy, and better yet, you have been given eternal life with God
forever (13-20).

O AW —

Bottom Line: Give yourself to the “Harvest Fields” as you look forward to “Heaven’s Joys.”

[20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. [2Cor 5:20]

[18] And Jesus came and said to them, ""All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20]
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." [Matt
28:18-20]

[9] Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. [10] For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.
But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! [Ecc 4:9-10]

[5] The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. 1
will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. [Rev 3:5]



