
Diagnosing Doubt (Luke 7:18-35)

[18] The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, [19] calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the 
Lord, saying, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?" [20] And when the men had come to him, they 

said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 'Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?'" [21] In that 
hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. [22] And 

he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. [23] And blessed is the one who 
is not offended by me." [24] When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: "What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? [25] What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in 
soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. [26] What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. [27] This is he of whom it is written, "'Behold, I send 
my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.' [28] I tell you, among those born of women none is 
greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." [29] (When all the people heard this, 
and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, [30] but the Pharisees and 

the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) [31] "To what then shall I compare 
the people of this generation, and what are they like? [32] They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one 

another, "'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.' [33] For John the 
Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.' [34] The Son of Man has come eating 
and drinking, and you say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' [35] Yet wisdom is 

justified by all her children." [Luke 7:18-35]

1. Doubts tend to arise when we experience personal tragedy (Suffering). 
2. Doubts tend to arise when our minds are influenced by popular culture (Worldliness). 
3. Doubts tend to arise when we are not as informed as we could be about God’s Revelation (Ignorance). 
4. Doubts tend to arise when we have wrong expectations (Expectations). 
5. All of God’s people have doubts at times, and we are to take our doubts to Jesus and His Word, learning to trust Him through it 

all (Trust).  

[2] Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples [3] and said to him, "Are you 
the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?"...  [19] ...Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds." [Mat 11:2-19] 

[5] Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; [6] then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; [Isa 35:5-6] 

[1] The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; [Isa 

61:1] 

[1] "Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me... [Mal 3:1]

[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away." [5] And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write 
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." [6] And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. [7] The one who conquers 
will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. [8] But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and 

sulfur, which is the second death." [Rev 21:1-8]

[24] ..."I believe; help my unbelief!" [Mark 9:24]


