
Bitterness, Bones, and the Best Burial Bargain Ever! (Hebrews 11:22) 

[22] By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his 
bones.  

[15] When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for 
all the evil that we did to him." [16] So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this command before he died: 
[17] 'Say to Joseph, "Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you."' And now, 

please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. [18] His 
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants." [19] But Joseph said to them, "Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? [20] As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. [21] So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. [22] So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's house. Joseph lived 110 years. 
[23] And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were 

counted as Joseph's own. [24] And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out 
of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." [25] Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, 

saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here." [26] So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. [Gen 50:15-26 ESV] 

[3] Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many 
colors. [4] But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully 
to him. [5] Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more... [11] And his brothers were jealous of 

him, but his father kept the saying in mind... [18] ...[Joseph’s brothers] they conspired against him to kill him. [19] They said to one another, 
"Here comes this dreamer. [20] Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has 

devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams."... [31] Then they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the 
robe in the blood. [Gen 37:3-5, 11, 18-20, 31 ESV]  

[1] Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought 
him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. [2] The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was 

in the house of his Egyptian master. [3] His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in 
his hands. [4] So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all 

that he had... [21] ...the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
[22] And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one 
who did it. [23] The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's charge, because the LORD was with him. And 

whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed. [Gen 39:1-4, 21-23 ESV]  

[16] Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."... [37] This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all 
his servants. [38] And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?" [39] Then Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. [40] You shall be over my house, and all my 
people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you."... [51] Joseph... said, "God has 

made me forget all my hardship and all my father's house." [52] ..."God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction." [Gen 41:16, 
37-40, 51-52 ESV]  

[5] And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life... [7] And 
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. [8] So it was not you who sent me 

here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. [Gen 45:5, 7-8 ESV]  

[22] "Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run over the wall. [23] The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at 
him, and harassed him severely, [24] yet his bow remained unmoved; his arms were made agile by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (from 
there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), [25] by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who will bless you with blessings 
of heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb. [26] The blessings of your father are 
mighty beyond the blessings of my parents, up to the bounties of the everlasting hills. May they be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow of 

him who was set apart from his brothers. [Gen 49:22-26 ESV]  

[9] "And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him [10] and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave 
him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. [11] Now there came a 

famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. [12] But when Jacob heard that there was 
grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. [13] And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's 
family became known to Pharaoh. [14] And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. [15] 
And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, [16] and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb... [Act 

7:9-16 ESV] 

[34] And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."... [Luke 23:34]


