
Jeremiah

[1] The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests... [2] to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of 
Josiah... [3] It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,... until the captivity of Jerusalem in the 

fifth month. [4] Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, [5] "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." [6] Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not 
know how to speak, for I am only a youth." [7] But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I 

send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. [8] Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to 
deliver you, declares the LORD." [9] Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 

"Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. [10] See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and 
to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." [Jer 1:1-10 ESV]

1. “Jeremiah” =“The Lord ________________” 
2. Time period: 626-586 B.C. 
3. Historical setting: Jeremiah prophesied during the last 40 years of Judah’s history – until its destruction at the hands of 
________________. 
4. A call to ________________ and return to covenant loyalty to God. 
5. Key Chapters… 
! A. Jeremiah 7 – The ________________ address. 
! B. Jeremiah 31 – The new ________________. 
6. Jeremiah is the ________________ book in the Bible. 
7. Overall structure… 
! A. Personal – God’s call to Jeremiah (1) 
! B. National – Messages to Judah (2-33) 
! C. Personal – Jeremiah’s ________________ (34-45) 
! D. International – Messages to the nations (46-51) 
! E. Personal – God’s vindication of Jeremiah 
8. God’s heart for His people is revealed through the ________________ of His prophet. 
9. Learn from object lessons: Potter’s clay (18), clay pots (19), and baskets of figs (24).

[16] ...I will declare my judgments against them, for all their evil in forsaking me. They have made offerings to other gods and 
worshiped the works of their own hands. [17] But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that I 

command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you before them. [18] And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified 
city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people 

of the land. [19] They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you, declares the LORD, to 
deliver you." (Jer. 1:16-19)

[11] Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for that which does 
not profit. [12] Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the LORD, [13] for my people have 

committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water... [20] "For long ago I broke your yoke and burst your bonds; but you said, 'I will not serve.' 

Yes, on every high hill and under every green tree you bowed down like a whore. [Jer 2:11-13, 20 ESV] 

[8] She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her 
treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. [9] Because she took her whoredom lightly, she 
polluted the land, committing adultery with stone and tree. [10] Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to 
me with her whole heart, but in pretense, declares the LORD." [11] And the LORD said to me, "Faithless Israel has shown 

herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. [12] Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, "'Return, 
faithless Israel, declares the LORD. I will not look on you in anger, for I am merciful, declares the LORD; I will not be angry 

forever. [13] Only acknowledge your guilt, that you rebelled against the LORD your God and scattered your favors among 
foreigners under every green tree, and that you have not obeyed my voice, declares the LORD. [14] Return, O faithless 

children, declares the LORD; for I am your master; I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you 
to Zion. [15] "'And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. [Jer 

3:8-15 ESV] 
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[3] For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: "Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 
[4] Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it, because of the evil of your deeds." ... [14] O Jerusalem, wash 
your heart from evil, that you may be saved. How long shall your wicked thoughts lodge within you? [Jer 4:3-4, 14 ESV]  

[13] "For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone deals 
falsely. [14] They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace. [15] Were they 

ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they did not know how to blush. Therefore they 
shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown," says the LORD. [16] Thus says the 
LORD: "Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for 

your souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.' [17] I set watchmen over you... [Jer 6:13-17 ESV] 

[18] My joy is gone; grief is upon me; my heart is sick within me. [19] Behold, the cry of the daughter of my people from the 
length and breadth of the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" "Why have they provoked me to anger 

with their carved images and with their foreign idols?" [20] "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved." [21] For the wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded; I mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me. 
[22] Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of the daughter of my people not been 

restored? [Jer 8:18-22 ESV] 

[23] Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the 
rich man boast in his riches, [24] but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD 

who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD." [Jer 
9:23-24 ESV] 

[6] There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and your name is great in might. [7] Who would not fear you, O King of 
the nations? For this is your due; for among all the wise ones of the nations and in all their kingdoms there is none like you. 

[Jer 10:6-7 ESV] 
[23] Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil. 

[Jer 13:23 ESV] 
[16] Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by 

your name, O LORD, God of hosts. [Jer 15:16 ESV] 
[1] The word of the LORD came to me: [2] "You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place. [Jer 

16:1-2 ESV] 

[5] Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the 
LORD. [6] He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the 

wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. [7] "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. [8] He is 
like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain 

green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit." [9] The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately sick; who can understand it? [10] "I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man 

according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds." [Jer 17:5-10 ESV] 

[1] The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: [2] "Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will let you 
hear my words." [3] So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his wheel. [4] And the vessel he was 

making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. [5] 
Then the word of the LORD came to me: [6] "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? declares the 

LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. [7] If at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, [8] and if that nation, concerning which 

I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it. [9] And if at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, [10] and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, 

then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it. [11] Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: 'Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and devising a plan against you. Return, every 

one from his evil way, and amend your ways and your deeds.' [12] "But they say, 'That is in vain! We will follow our own 
plans, and will every one act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.' [Jer 18:1-12 ESV] 
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[8] For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, "Violence and destruction!" For the word of the LORD has become for me a 
reproach and derision all day long. [9] If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," there is in my heart 
as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. ... [17] because he did not kill 

me in the womb; so my mother would have been my grave, and her womb forever great. [Jer 20:8-9, 17 ESV] 

[3] Thus says the LORD: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. 
And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. [Jer 

22:3 ESV] 

[5] "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. [6] In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: 'The LORD is our righteousness.' ... [16] Thus says the 

LORD of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 
visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. [17] They say continually to those who despise the word of the 
LORD, 'It shall be well with you'; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, 'No disaster shall come 

upon you.'" [Jer 23:5-6, 16-17 ESV] 

[4] "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
[5] Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. [6] Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 

for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. [7] But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its 

welfare you will find your welfare. ... [11] For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. [12] Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. [13] 

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. [14] I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will 
restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I 

will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. [Jer 29:4-7, 11-14 ESV] 

[1] The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: [2] "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Write in a book all the 
words that I have spoken to you. [3] For behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will restore the fortunes of my 

people, Israel and Judah, says the LORD, and I will bring them back to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall take 
possession of it." [Jer 30:1-3 ESV] 

[31] "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And no longer shall each one teach his 

neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." [Jer 31:31-34 ESV] 

[38] And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. [39] I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me 
forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. [40] I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I 
will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. [41] I 

will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul. [Jer 
32:38-41 ESV] 

[6] Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them and reveal to them abundance of prosperity and security. 
[7] I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel, and rebuild them as they were at first. [8] I will cleanse them 
from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me. [9] And this city 

shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth who shall hear of all the good that I do for 
them. They shall fear and tremble because of all the good and all the prosperity I provide for it. [Jer 33:6-9 ESV] 
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[4] Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of 
the LORD that he had spoken to him. [5] And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, "I am banned from going to the house of the 

LORD, [6] so you are to go, and on a day of fasting in the hearing of all the people in the LORD's house you shall read the 
words of the LORD from the scroll that you have written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing of all the men 

of Judah who come out of their cities. [Jer 36:4-6 ESV] 

[4] Yet I persistently sent to you all my servants the prophets, saying, 'Oh, do not do this abomination that I hate!' [Jer 44:4] 

[5] And do you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not, for behold, I am bringing disaster upon all flesh, declares the 
LORD. But I will give you your life as a prize of war in all places to which you may go." [Jer 45:5 ESV] 

[28] Fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the LORD, for I am with you. I will make a full end of all the nations to which I 
have driven you, but of you I will not make a full end. I will discipline you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you 

unpunished." [Jer 46:28 ESV] 

[10] "Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD with slackness, and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from 
bloodshed. ... [29] We have heard of the pride of Moab-- he is very proud-- of his loftiness, his pride, and his arrogance, and 

the haughtiness of his heart. [Jer 48:10, 29 ESV] 

[10] The king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and also slaughtered all the officials of Judah at 
Riblah. [11] He put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in chains, and the king of Babylon took him to Babylon, and put 
him in prison till the day of his death. [12] In the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month--that was the nineteenth year of 
King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon--Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who served the king of Babylon, entered 

Jerusalem. [13] And he burned the house of the LORD, and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great 
house he burned down... 

[31] And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah,... Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that 
he began to reign, graciously freed Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. [32] And he spoke kindly to him 

and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. [33] So Jehoiachin put off his prison 
garments. And every day of his life he dined regularly at the king's table, [34] and for his allowance, a regular allowance was 
given him by the king, according to his daily needs, until the day of his death, as long as he lived. [Jer 52:10-13, 31-34 ESV]
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